
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

IAS Presidential Award Honours Prof. Eric Goosby for his Long-term Commitment and 
Leadership in the Response to HIV 

 
 
25 July 2014 (Geneva, Switzerland) – The International AIDS Society (IAS) honours Prof. 
Eric Goosby, Professor at the University of California, San Francisco with the IAS 
Presidential Award for his long-term commitment and leadership working in the HIV field at 
local, national and international levels. As Global AIDS Ambassador in the U.S. Department 
of State under the Obama administration, his leadership helped turn the emergency focus of 
the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) to one of sustainability enabling 
countries to enhance their capacity to govern and manage their own HIV and related public 
health programmes. Prof. Goosby greatly impacted the epidemic by increasing access to 
antiretroviral treatment in countries most affected by the epidemic. 
 
Outgoing and incoming IAS Presidents, Prof. Françoise Barré-Sinoussi, and Prof. Chris 
Beyrer, will present the award to Prof Eric Goosby during the Closing Session of the 20th 
International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2014) on 25 July. The session begins at 15:30 in 
Plenary Room 2, at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
 
“I am very happy that IAS recognizes today with this award the unfailing engagement of Prof. 
Goosby in fighting the AIDS epidemic. His exemplary career is the one of a man truly 
dedicated to work for the benefit of all patients wherever they are in the world” said Françoise 
Barré-Sinoussi.  
 
Inaugurated in 2010, the IAS Presidential Award recognizes the achievements of individuals 
who demonstrate a long history of leadership and excellence as a pioneer or advocate at the 
forefront of the response to HIV and AIDS. The award highlights an individual’s contribution 
that results in increased knowledge, skills, creative solutions or evidence-based policies and 
programmes to enhance the global response to HIV.  
 
Prof. Eric Goosby started his early career caring for AIDS patients at the San Francisco 
General Hospital after graduating from the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF). 
He witnessed the devastating effects of AIDS in the early years when no treatment was 
available. This experience stayed with him when he was called to Washington to guide 
programmes to fight the epidemic within the USA where as National AIDS Policy Director in 
the White House convened the Guidelines for Antiretroviral Therapy for Adults, Adolescents 
and Pregnant Women. His appointment as United States Ambassador and Global AIDS 
Coordinator gave him the opportunity to impact the HIV response on a global scale by 
guiding the international HIV strategy of the USA and directing PEPFAR, the largest national 
programme to respond to HIV internationally. 
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About the IAS 
The International AIDS Society (IAS) is the world's leading independent association of HIV 
professionals, with over 13,000 members from more than 170 countries working at all levels 
of the global response to AIDS. The IAS members include researchers from all disciplines, 
clinicians, public health and community practitioners on the frontlines of the epidemic, as well 
as policy and programme planners.  
The IAS is custodian of the biennial International AIDS Conference, which will be held in 
Melbourne, Australia, 20-25 July 2014 and lead organizer of the IAS Conference on HIV 
Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention, which will be held in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada, 19-22 July 2015 
www.iasociety.org | www.aids2014.org | www.ias2015.org  

For more information: 

Sian Bowen (Geneva, Switzerland)                              
IAS Senior Manager, Communications  
Email: Sian.Bowen@iasociety.org 
Tel: +41 22 710 0864                                                      
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IAS Senior Coordinator, Communications and Media                    
Email: Francesca.Daros@iasociety.org  
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